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STEPHEN D. BARUCH 
(202) 429-4626 
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RECEIVED 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue NE. ,  Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

APR - 7 2003 

F U M l  COMMUNICATIONS COMMWON 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

E-MAIL 
SBARUCHaLSL-LAW,COM 

CIRECT FAX 
(202) 429426 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Pres 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

tion in IB Docket No. 02-10 

This letter provides notice that, on April 3,2003, Robert Hanson, Vice 
PresidentJRegulatory Affairs of Maritime Telecommunications Network, Inc. (“MTN’)), along 
with Raul Rodriguez and the undersigned of Leventhal, Senter & Lerman P.L.L.C. (attorneys for 
MTN) met with Bruce A. Romano, Thomas Derenge, and Tom Mooring of the Commission’s 
Office of Engineering and Technology (“OET’). MTN made the presentaticn in  Attachment 1 
to this letter, and discussed the licensing and regulatory status of earth stations on board vessels 
(“ESV”) within the C- and Ku-bands -matters under consideration within IB Docket No. 02-10. 

At the meeting, the OET personnel present suggested that some form of “soft 
segmentation” of the current allocations at C-band and Ku-band for ESVs may be able to 
mitigate potential problems of the use of shared bandwidth. MTN emphasized in response that 
both C.-band and Ku-band frequencies within the FSS are needed for ESV use, and that the 
vagaries of satellite access and other related concerns would preclude the adoption of any sort of 
mandatory confinement of ESVs to a particular frequency sub-band at either C-band or Ku-band, 
per-satellite spectrum limits, or limits on the number of satellites that may be accessed. 

MTN emphasized that it has been an extremely good “spectrum citizen” since its 
inception, and believes that its stellar interference record over the years has earned it the benefit 
of the doubt from the Commission. MTN remains strongly opposed to unnecessary or arbitrary 
constraints on ESV use (either at C-band or at Ku-band) that serve only to provide prophylactic 
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protection against the fear of widespread interference to thc fixed service from ESVs. In this last 
regard, MTN would prefer to continue to operate on a noo-interfering basis at C-band than to try 
to adjust its operations to fit under a regulatory regime that is unnecessarily restrictive. The 
establishment of a regulatory regime for ESVs has to provide a win-win outcome - i.e., the fixed 
service would be assured of receiving adequate protection from ESVs in the fixed-satellite 
service through coordination and licensure of ESVs, while MTN would secure desirable 
regulatory certainty (with the attendant operational benefits) as a reasonable trade off for the 
non-inconsiderable burden of coordination and licensing. 

Finally, MTN discussed the ESV agenda item for the 2003 World Radiocommunication 
Conference, and indicated the importance of having a notice of proposed rule making issued by 
the Commission prior to the June 9 start of WRC-03. 

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R.5 1.1206(b), the 
original and one copy of this letter, with the attachments, are submitted for inclusion in the file 
of the above-referenced proceeding. 

Please direct any questions you may have to the undersigned. 

3 1 f < x b n  

SteD n D. Baruch 
Att&ey for Maritime Telecommunications 
Network, Inc. 

Attachments 

cc (w/ attachments): Bruce A. Romano 
Thomas Derenge 
Tom Mooring 

#I80419 
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MTN focuses on the Cruise, Oil & Gas, Live Broadcast, 
and Military markets providing broadband satellite 
communications services for moving vessels or vehicles 
MTN is a full service turn-key provider o f f e q  
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The FCC should adopt, prior to the start of 
WRC-03, an NPRM on ESVs that 
complements and helps advance the US. ESV 
P roposals at WRC-03. 

The FCC's failure to adopt an NPRM on ESVs 
well in advance of WRC-03 could substantially 
undermine the ability of the US to achieve i t s  


